Management of acute myocardial infarction.
This article presents plans of therapy based on current knowledge of pathophysiologic mechanisms, taking into consideration the rapid changes in availability of new drugs (or new experiences with old drugs) and new therapeutic interventions. Persistence of ischemic pain in the acute phase, or its recurrence during early convalescence, is a signal of a high-risk state for additional coronary events, and aggressive measures are required to prevent them. The indications, and the role of invasive hemodynamic monitoring in the treatment of left ventricular failure and/or hypotension, are discussed.